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One night, it was full moon. I stood
on a river bank, looking all alone at the sky.
It was all silence far and wide. I heard the

'sound of foot-steps behind me. I turned back

and saw that a young monk was standing. I
requested him to sit. As he sat, I saw him
weeping. Tears rolled down incessantly from
his eyes. T drew him near. I sat silently with
my hand on his shoulder for some timz. There
was nothing to say nor was then any occasion
to say any thing. But my silence, full of love,
consoled him. I do not remember how much
time passed off like this. At last he said, I
want to see God. Tell me, does God exist ?
Or am I only running after a mirage ?

What could I say ? T drew him nearer.
I do not know any God other than Love.

He who ignores Love and searches for
God is mistaken.

He who searches for a temple other
than that of Love moves farther away from
God.

But all this was in my mind alone. But
finding me silent, he asked again, “Pray
speak; say something at least. I have come
to you with great expectations Will you not
be able to show me God ?”

Then again, what could I say ? I drew
him still nearer, and gave a kiss on his eyes
which were full of tears. There was great
expectation in those tears, an intense dcsire
to know. Without doubt, those eyes were

AM |

Translated by—
Dr. Dayanand Bhargava,

anxious to see God. Butis God any thing
external which can bz seen ? God is not so
remote that you could see him. At last, I told
him, “The same question which you have put
to me was asked by some one else from
Sri Ramana. Sri Ramana had replied: Seeing
God? No, no He connot be seen. But if you
want, you can yourself become God.”. T also
repeat you the same thing. It is meaningless
to try to know and find God. How can you
find a thing which you have not lost at all ?
How can you know that which you yourself
are ? In fact, what we can see cannot be our
own mirage By the very idea that He could
be seen, He becomes external and away from
self God is our own image. and therefore, it
cannot be seen. Friend ! What we see as
God is just our own imaginary creation. The
mind of man can give form to any imagina-
tion, but one moves away from truth when
one is lost in these imaginations.

I am spontaneously reminded of this
incident because you also want to see God.
You have come here so that I may say some-
thing about it.

I was myself investigating, inthe same
way. But after repeated investigations, I have
come to realise the futility of this investiga-
tion. I realised that when I was not able to
know the investigator himself, how could
I know the Truth, zntangled in ignorance as
I was.
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It is absolutely nscessary to know the
““self * before you can know the Truth.

And as soon as we know the self, we
know that nothing else remains to be known.

As soon as we can find the key to self-
realisation, the lock of Truth is unlocked.

Truth is omniprzsent. It is present in
all existence. But the nearest way to reach it,
is through the self. Because the existence of
self is nearest to the self, therefore, the inves-
tigation of Truth is possible only through
investigation of the self.

He who cannot investigate the self, one
who cannot investigate into a nearer thing,
how can he know a thing at a distance ? The
idea of investigating into a distant object
can also mean running away from the investi-
gation of that which is nearer.

Investigation of wordly objects starts
so that one can run away from the self; and
then begins the investigation of God. Are not
all investigations, except that of self, ways to
escape from-the self ?

Let us see inside. What do we sce
there ? Darkness, loneliness, emptiness. Are
we not running for shelter somewhere, away
from this darkness, this loneliness, this
emptiness ? But we do not achieve any thing
except suffering out of this escapish mentality.
He who escapes from the self meets nothing
but failure, because an investigation, which is
an escape from the self, leads nowhere

There are only two alternatives : escape
from the self or awakening in the self. There
must be an external object for escape; and
for awakening there must be a disillusionment
about the utility of ext:rnal attractions.

As long as God is external, it is
mundane;it is an illusion;it is a hallucination.
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Man has invented Him to find an escape from
the self and to run away from it,

Friend, the first thing, therefore, which
I have to say is that we need not investigate
God, Truth, Liberation, or Emancipation. Let
us investigate the investigator himself. That
investigation alone will ultimately lead to the
investigation of God, Truth and Liberation.

No other investigation is religious
except that of the self.

But the terms ‘self’, ‘self-realisation’,
etc. are extremly illusory for how can we
know the self ! For knowledge, we require
duality—we require two, How can there be
knowledge where there are no two things ?
How can we see; how can we realise ? In fact
‘knowledge’, ‘perception’ etc. belong to the
world of duality; and where there is non-
duality, where there is only one, no wonder,
they lose all sense. For me, ‘self-perception’
is an impossibility. That word is self-
contradictory.

I also say, ‘know the self’. Socrates
also said the same thing. So said Buddha,
Mahavira, Christ and Krisna. Even then we
must realise that what can be known, cannot
be the self. It can only be non-self. The self
is that which knows. The self is necessarily
the knower. It cannot be made the object of
knowledge by any means. How can, then, we
know it ¢ Only the object of knowledge is
known. How can the ‘knower’ be known ?
Where there is knowledge, there is also some
knower and also some object of knowledge.
Somesthing is known and somzbody knows.
Now, is not the attempt to know the knower
like an attempt to see an eye with the same
eye ? Have you ever seen the dog making
unsuccessful attempt to catch hold of his own
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tail " The tail moves away as quickly as they
try to grab it. Even if they go mad in this
attempt, can they ever catch hold of their
tails 7 - Even if it may be possible that they
could catch their tails, Itis not possible to
make self an object of knowledge.

I can know every thing; but cannot
know my own self inthe same way. It
is, perhaps, for this very reason that the
simple fact of self-knowledge remains difficult
and complicate,

Then what should we understand by
self-knowledge ? Certainly it is not the same
know-ledge with which we are familiar. It is
not a relation between the knower and the
object of knowledge. Therefore, we can call it
supreme knowledge, if we so like, because
there remains nothing to be known after it.
We may also call it supreme ignorance,
because there is nothing to be known.

: The knowledge of an object is the
relation between the subject and the object.
The selfknowledge is the absence of the
subject and object.

In the knowledge of an object, there is
the knower and the object of knowledge. In
the self-knowledge there is neither the knower
nor the object of knowledge. There remains
only knowledge. It is pure knowledge.

All objects in the world are known like
the object of knowledge. In fact, that which
is the object of knowledge or becomes such
object of knowledge is the object. One who
knows, one who is the knower, is the non-
object. The knowledge of matter is the
relation between the knower and the object

of knowledge. But where there is neither -

object of knowledge nor the knower because
where there is no object of knowledge there

could be no knower), whatever remaing there,
whatever knowledge remains there, is the

knowlzdge of the self.

The purest state of knowledge is the
self-knowledgz.

And it is also in the fitness of things
that we call it knowledge, because there is
neither self nor non-self = Buddha has done a
right thing by not calling it self, because this
word suggests ego; and where there is ego,
how can there be self ? :

What is the way to attain this know-
ledge ? What is the path ? Where is the
opening ?

I was a guest in a house. There was so
much luggage in that house that there was no
place to move about. The house was big, but
on account of the excessiveness of luggage, it
looked small. In fact, there was luggage and
luggage all round; the house was invisible
because the empty space surrounded by walls
is the house and not the walls. The empty
space is the house because we are not to live
in the walls, but we are to live in that empty
space. In the night, the host told me that
there was no space in the house. How could
space be created ? I began to laugh and told
him that there was enough empty space in his
house. It was there and nowhere else; but he
had filled it up with luggage If the luggage
could be taken out, enough space could be
found inside. The space was already. there,
but it had disappeared due to fear of the -
luggage. If thz luggage could be removed it -
would be there in no time.

Similar is the process of self-knowledge.

‘I’ am constantly - there. ‘I’ am there

whether sleeping or awake, sitting or moving -
whether in pain or pleasure, Whether there
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is knowledge or ignorance, ‘I’ am there. Then
my existence is beyond doubt. Every thing
else can be doubted, but one cannot doubt
oneself. Descartes has said : “Even if 1 doubt
[ am there; because who else will doubt
except I 2

But who am I 2 What is this ‘I’ How
can I know it ? It is all right that1 am. But
whatam I 2 Whoam1 ?

That I am, there is no doubt about it;
and also there is no doubt that I know, that
I have knowledge, consciousness and
perception.

Itis possible that whatever I know
may not be true, may be false, may bea
dream, But my knowledge, my capacity to
know, is true.

Let us see these two facts. Let us
ponder over them, My being there, my
existence; and my capability to know, the
existence of knowledege in me, The path can
be investigated on the basis of these two.

[ am; but [ do not know who am I ?
What should I do ? I should peep into and
investigate into the capability of knowledge
and the power of knowledge. Where is any
other alternative to this ?

Knowledge has a power, but it is
covered with the objects of knowledge. One
object goes, another comes. One thought
goes, another enters. The knowledge is freed
from one object and is bound by another.
But it is never empty. If this knowledge
becomes devoid of object, what shall happen?
Will not the knowledge, in that void, in that
emptiness become the expositor of the power
of the self When there would be no other
object to know, will the knowledge not know
itself ?
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Where the knowledge is devoid of
object, then it is established in itself.

Where the knowledge is free from
object, there it becomes pure; and that purity,
that emptiness itself is the self-knowledge.

Where the consciousness is devoid of
objects, thoughts and change, there the
experience is ‘self-realisation.’

But in this realisation there is no
knower and no object of knowledge. This
experience is unprecedented. There is no
word for it. Laotza has said : “Whatever you
may say about the truth, it becomes falsehood
as soon as you have said it.”

Even then, about what else have we
said so much as we have said about the ?
Even if we say that it is indescribable, we do
say something about it. Even if we remain
silent about it, we do say something about it.
Knowledge is beyond words. But love wants
to tell us about its bliss, about its light, about
its freedom. However, incomplete the
allusions may be, however unsuccessful the
solutions may be, even the dumb would say
something about sugar; even though he may
not be able to say any thing yet he would
explain that he wants to say something;

But by catching hold of the incomplete
suggestions about truth, there could be great
misunderstanding about it,

In the search of self-knowledge he who
starts investigating the self as an object of
of knowledge ab initio takes to ths wrong
direction.

The self is not the object of knowledge.
It cannot be made the aim of any desire.
because it is not an object either. '

(See our next issue...,..)
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